THE CHANCELLOR'S   SPEECH*

Today's function is different from every other function with
which I had anything to do, I think it is a risky undertaking,
not because it is likely to do any harm to the nation, but be-
cause I think I am not a fit person for the task. This confession
of incompetence would not have been necessary if this college
had been started with the only object of imparting education
in the real sense of the term. But the Mahavidyalaya is not
merely to educate its students; it also seeks to find for them
the means of livelihood. And I am bewildered when I compare
the Mahavidyalaya with Gujarat College from this standpoint.
Gujarat College is a big affair while our Mahavidyalaya is a
small thing indeed. But in my opinion it is a great institution.
There is more bricks and mortar in Gujarat College. I wish
I had the power to convince you that imposing buildings and
material equipment do not furnish us with the true criterion
for judging institutions, I pray to God to bestow upon you a
faith in our mission as strong as my own.

The position today is such that not a square inch of our
land is ours; it all belongs to the foreign Government. Not
only this ground and the trees, but even our bodies are in
their power; and we are not sure that we are the captains of our
soul. Such being our pitious condition, we cannot go about look-
ing for a fine building to house the National College or even for
learned men to lecture to its classes. If even an otherwise
ignorant man comes and brings it home to us how the light of
our soul has been quenched and this country of ours has lost
its ancient wisdom, I would gladly appoint him your Principal;
but I am not sure that you are ready to receive a cowherd as
such. Therefore we had to search for Shri Gidwani. I confess
I do not attach much importance to the degrees conferred upon
him. We have a different scale of values for this College. What
looks like brass will be found to be pure gold if tested on the
touchstone of character.

* Condensed translation of Gandhiji's address on the occasion, of the
inauguration of the Gujarat Mahavidyalaya  of the  Gujarat
!;i Ataiedabad on 15th November, 1920.
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